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The Jesuit theologian Karl Rahner’s fingerprints are all over the documents of the 
Second  Vatican Council.  He served there as a peritus (theological consultant) and 
his theological ideas were instrumental in the final formulation of many of the 
documents.  This talk will begin with an exploration of the Ignatian spirituality that 
ignited and motivated Karl Rahner in everything he did, and then show how his      
influence is particularly visible in the Council’s documents.  We will end with    
Rahner’s own assessment of the importance of the Second Vatican Council for the 
future development of Christ’s Church. 


